 Bookmarked! to present inaugural Lucy Daniels Award to Author Judith Viorst
Award Designed and Created by Two Local Designers
 

 
Cary, NC- June 2, 2010- Lucy’s Book Club and the Lucy Daniels Center will present the inaugural “Lucy Daniels Award” (affectionately referred to as the Lucy) to Judith Viorst on the evening of June 6 following  her lecture at Peace College.  The Peace College event is the culmination of Bookmarked! a celebration of reading, which also included two weeks of free reading events for children and parents and a book fair at Quail Ridge Books.
 
The inaugural Lucy Daniels Award is presented to a children’s author or author/illustrator whose work supports the emotional and social health of children.  To create the Lucy Daniels Award,  the  logo. for the Lucy’s Book Club, originally designed by Carol Nix of NIXDesign, was transformed into a 3-dimensional sculpture by Matt McConnell of McConnell Studios. 

“By presenting this award annually, we hope to increase the impact of Lucy’s Book Club far beyond the Triangle, giving more parents and young children reading resources that support social and emotional development. Judith Viorst is the ideal first recipient of the award.  Her wonderful books embody the Lucy Daniels Center’s goal of helping children live emotionally healthy lives,” says board chair, Burton Craige.
 
Carol Nix, a Lucy Daniels Center board member, designed the Lucy's Book Club logo. She is president and founder of NIXdesign, a full-service strategic marketing and interactive media firm established in 1992 and located in Raleigh, NC. NIX Design has a history of success by providing clients with multi-channel brand campaigns. Developing key solutions, "from concept to code," exemplifies the breadth of NIXdesign's experience in delivering complete brand packages--from print to interactive and social media. NIXdesign has been consistently ranked as one of the Triangle Business Journal's Top 25 Design Firms and Top 25 Multimedia Firms. 
 
North Carolina native, Matt McConnell attended the N.C. State College of Design, graduating with degrees in Architecture and Industrial design.  After working for five years in a sculpture studio and creating works for small shows he founded McConnell Studios, located in a downtown Raleigh warehouse.    The business creates sculpture, furniture, lighting, and other creations using concrete, steel, fiberglass, wood, glass, and many other materials.   Examples of this work can be seen at the Blue Ridge restaurant in The North Carolina Museum of Art, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Duke University, Fins (now Buku), The Mint, and other restaurant, commercial, and residential spaces in the Carolinas.     National work includes pieces in Chicago, New York, Boston, Miami, and other cities around the country. For further information please go to www.McConnellStudios.com.
   
Tickets are still available for An Evening with Judith Viorst, a fundraising lecture, book signing, and reception at Peace College. The topic of Ms. Viorst’s lecture will be “Loves, Losses and Wicked Thoughts”.  Tickets are $50 and can be purchased at www.lucysbookclub.org.  Net proceeds will fund the Lucy’s Book Club materials for 2010-2011, and the balance will go to the Lucy Daniels Center’s Family Support Fund, which makes up the gap between what families can afford to pay and the actual cost of providing mental health services.
 
 
# # #
Lucy’s Book Club presents: Bookmarked! A celebration of reading with children is a Triangle-wide festival that helps raise funds and awareness for the Lucy’s Book Club, a program created by the Lucy Daniel Center to foster emotional and social health of children through reading.  For further information please visit www.lucysbookclub.org. 
 
The Lucy Daniels Center for Early Childhood is a nationally recognized model for childhood mental health education and services. The Center is the largest, and most comprehensive nonprofit agency focused on providing mental health services to young children and their families in the Triangle, conveniently located at 9003 Weston Parkway, Cary, NC 27513. For more information visit www.lucydanielscenter.org   
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